
  
 
PRESS RELEASE: 
UK & Indian Contemporary Art Scenes Meet: 
Here, There and Everywhere launches this January 
 
Here, There and Everywhere is an artistic collaboration between India and the UK, showcasing the finest 
contemporary art practices across two unique cultures. The diverse and in-depth programme launches this 
January in Mumbai and culminates in March 2018. Venues ‘here’ (UK), ‘there’ (India), and ‘everywhere’ (across 
multiple sites and online), coincide with the seventieth anniversary of India’s independence from the UK, as well 
as the partition of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Through a series of exhibitions, projects, and residencies, Here, 
There and Everywhere looks beyond the surface to artistically explore what independence and autonomy really 
mean. 

Led by Executive Producers New Art Exchange with a UK-based consortium, Here, There and 
Everywhere innovatively presents the diversity of contemporary artistic talent in India and the UK diaspora, 
supporting a range of creative practitioners. The international collaboration is rooted in a belief that exchanges 
can enhance cultural understandings, without the loss of individual autonomy of identity. The project aims to 
leave a significant legacy upon artistic practices and also institutional models. 

Skinder Hundal, Chief Executive of New Art Exchange reflects on the importance of this project 

“After 70 years of independence from Britain both the Indian sub-continent and its diaspora has 
changed,  transformed in fact  – ‘Here, There and Everywhere’ is a partnership that intends to explore the 
contemporary moment and cement a long lasting legacy, strengthening our respective art ecologies 
within the context of globalisation. We are very excited about the programme and all the artists and 
organisations involved and seeing what we collectively produce and present for this moment and the 
future.” 

In January 2017, Here, There and Everywhere launches in India, with a series of talks and projections as part of 
Mumbai Gallery Weekend. 

QUAD and FORMAT International Photography Festival curate the UK’s first iteration in March 2017 with a newly 
commissioned audio-visual performance by BLOT animating the communally collated Indian Memory Archive. In 
addition, lens-based artist Shivani Gupta exhibits her images of Ladakh, and Aradhana Seth presents a pop-up 
studio where audiences will interact and create studio-portraits. 

In July, New Art Exchange present Bhairav, a poetic film installation by Nikhil Chopra and Munir Kabani exploring 
the colonial landscape, of then and now. With the backdrop of Goan landscape and  architecture, Rudra veena 
virtuoso, Ustad Bahauddin Dagar renders the  ancient raag, Bhairav, as multi-layered narratives guide the 
audience to pathways, calling into play questions of spirituality,  hierarchy and power. Among other live art 
performances, Chopra will deliver a durational performance, featuring Ustad Bahauddin Dagar alongside the 
installation, leaving remnants that will remain in the gallery throughout the exhibition to record its memory. Sajan 
Mani uses his body as a medium to confront issues of post-colonialism, politics of colour and caste. 

Also in Nottingham at Primary, Sahej Rahal will undertake a production residency, developing new work related 
to mythologies and futuristic civilisations, which will also be exhibited at mac Birmingham. A series of labs, in 
collaboration with partners in Bangalore, explores how artists and curators work in the public space, comparing 
the contexts of India and the UK.  Niki Russell, Programme Curator at Primary, describes the significance of this 
project to the gallery. 

 



“Here, There and Everywhere provides an exciting opportunity for Primary to look outside of its 
current sphere of knowledge, working in India for the first time to begin to understand the role 
that emerging artist-led culture has in both our respective local contexts and in relation to wider 
global questions.” 

From June 2017 to March 2018, Delfina Foundation and Mumbai Art Room collaborate on a project which 
explores the evolving status of collections of art and artefacts in the UK and India. Through new commissions by 
artists and writers, the project questions what a collection is and thinks about what it could become. With 
support from Charles Wallace India Trust and Inlaks Shivdasani Foundation, Avani Tanya will be in joint-residence 
at Delfina Foundation with a studio at the Victoria & Albert Museum in summer 2017 to produce a new body of 
work responding to an object, or a series of objects, from the museum’s collection. 

Alongside an equally full programme taking place in India, a series of projects will be taking place 
throughout Here, There and Everywhere.  In addition, a selection of critical writers will be mentored to explore 
and document the exciting programme. A Digital Mass Participation project will leave a legacy for the project, 
creating a stimulating space for public engagement and exchanges and link ingaudiences and artists from the two 
countries and other international locations. 

The project concludes with two summits, one in Bangalore, the other at mac Birmingham.  Birmingham’s summit 
will be a cross-disciplinary event, including an exhibition by Sahej Rahal of his new work, works by Ratna Gupta 
stimulated by Cannon Hill Park and playful illustrations of the UK by Gagan Singh, film screenings, performances, 
and a symposium with diverse speakers from across the project. 

Artists and partners include: 

 

Delfina Foundation 
Nida Ghouse (Mumbai Art Room) 
 
FORMAT/QUAD 
BLOT Collective  
Shivani Gupta 
Indian Memory Archive  
Tanvi Mishra 
Brendan Oliver 
Aradhana Seth 
 
mac Birmingham  
Ratna Gupta 
Sahej Rahal 
 
 
 
 

New Art Exchange 
Tasawar Bashir  
Nikhil Chopra 
Ustad Bahauddin Dagar 
Billy Dosanjh 
Madhavi Gore 
Munir Kabani 
Sajan Mani  
Himanshu S (Dharavi Art 
Room) 
Gagan Singh  
 
Primary 
Sahej Rahal 
 
UK-wide supporting partners: 
Victoria & Albert Museum 
 

India partners:  
Chatterjee & Lal 
 
1 Shanthi Road 
Art Oxygen 
CONA Foundation (Hemali & 
Shreyas)  
Natasha Ginwala 
Jitish Kallat 
Eve Lemesle (What About Art?) 
Archana Prasad (Jaaga) 
Quicksand 
Abahay Sardesai (Art India) 
Srishti  
TAJ Residency   
 

Editor’s Notes 
A selection of images can be downloaded from Dropbox: http://bit.ly/2fSK26L 

 
For further images and to arrange interviews/photo opportunities contact Laura-Jade Vaughan: 

laurajade@nae.org.uk, 0115 924 8630 

 
Here, There and Everywhere is a Midlands-London consortium led by New Art Exchange with Delfina Foundation, 
QUAD/FORMAT, Primary and mac Birmingham as core UK partners. Indian partners include: Art India, Chatterjee 
& Lal, Heritage Hotel Art Spaces, Mumbai Art Room, What About Art, Indian Memory Archive, Quicksand, Unbox, 
Jaaga. 
 
Here, There and Everywhere is supported through funding by Arts Council England as part of a national project, 
Reimagine India. 


